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Attached (Tab A) is a memorandum to the President summarizing and 
analysing Le Due Tho's Paris arrival statement. 

Tho essentially repeated the line recently taken by Communist delegates 
^ Haris. His stress on ending Vietnamization and the bombing of the 
North indicates that the other side may want these demands to be the first 
order of business when the talks resume. 


REC OMMENDATION: 



That you sign the memorandum to the President at Tab A. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 


FROM: 

SUBJECT: 


HENRY A. KISSINGER IK 

Le Due JTho April 30 Arrival Statement 


Le Due Tho’s Paris arrival statement generally repeated recent 

Communist charges and demands and contained little that was new or 
noteworthy,, 

Tho said that your April 26 statements on U. S. withdrawals and your 
desire to find "peace with honor" were "but high-sounding rhetoric 
aimed at deceiving American and world opinion and covering U. S. acts 
of aggression in Vietnam. " He charged that you "distorted the truth by 
cooking up the story of Aggression' by North Vietnam. " He claimed 
"there never has been any 'understanding' [on bombing halt]" and that 
"the recent allegations of President Nixon [on Hanoi's violation of the 
understanding] are sheer fabrications. " 

Tho castigated you for your Vietnamization policy, air attacks on North 
Vietnam and "criminal acts of aggression" against the Vietnamese and 
other Indochinese peoples. He demanded that we cease bombing the 
North and insisted we had no right to demand a price for such cessation. 

He also demanded that we set a withdrawal deadline and expressed the 
hope that U. S. troops and POWs return home "as soon as possible. " 

Tho promised that U. S. troops who oppose the war, desire repatriation 
and do not take part in military operations or actions against the civilian 
population will not be attacked by Communist forces. (The Communists 
made a similar appeal to U. S, troops last year; moreover, this is in line 
with Hanoi's January 1972 "ten point" appeal designed to encourage 

defections or fence- sitting among the South Vietnamese troops and others. ) 
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Tho repeated the February 2 "two point" call for Thieu's resignation, 
abolition of GVN "coercion and oppression" (which he said was to 
ensure adherence to Article 14 C of the Geneva Accords [on refraining 
from reprisals]) and formation of a "national concord government, " 

He denied that his side wanted to impose a Communist regime in the 
South "as pretended by Mr. Nixon. " 

Tho indicated that peace can be restored only if the U. S. meets Communist 

demands and predicted our defeat if we persist in prosecuting our "war 

of aggression. ” He warned that "time is not in favor of the American 

a ggressors and called upon us to settle the "Vietnam, issue through "serious 
negotiation. " 

Comment: 


Although Tho repeated essentially the same line recently taken by 
Communist delegates in Paris, his statement seemed, nevertheless, 
excessively harsh and unyielding for one who had ostensibly come to 
Paris to find "a just and fair peaceful solution to the Vietnam problem. " 
Tho's uncompromising and hostile remarks may reflect Hanoi's conviction 
that military reverses and "the pressure of the American people" forced 
us back to the conference table and that our bargaining position is weakening. 

Tho's stress on ending Vietnamization and the bombing of the North indicate 
that the other side may want these two demands to be the first order of 
business when the talks resume. 
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